
IF YOU ARE A WOMAN OR MAN WHO CHOSE ABORTION
in your past and are ready for healing and freedom, please contact Tonya at tonya@retaforlife.com or 
Je� at je�@retaforlife.com.  They o�er con�dential help and are waiting to talk to you!

Family Store needs:
 We are so blessed to have generous supporters and donors who help keep the Family Store stockd 
year-round.  Our most urgent needs at this time are:
boys’ and girls’  spring & summer clothes size 12 -24 months and 4-6X.  

At RETA, You are reason enough to act!
RETA is a faith based, pregnancy and family resource center that provides con�dential help by 

appointment, Monday through Friday.  
We are located in downtown Elkhart, Indiana and all of our services are free of charge. 

 We provide services and help for those facing an unplanned pregnancy, for new parents, for men 
who want to make a better life and/or learn to be better dads, and women who want to become 

better moms.

PHONE: 574-522-3888
EMAIL: reta@retaforlife.com
ON THE WEB: www.retaforlife.com
ADDRESS: 300 W. High St. Elkhart, IN 46516

ONLINE DONATIONS:
Paypal: 2.2% fee on our website at www.retaforlife.com
Zashpay: no fee.  Go to www.Zashpay.com for more information

sleepers
children’s
socks & 

underwear
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 Actionin 

•Free Pregnancy Testing, Referrals & Resources
•Limited Obstetric Ultrasound
•Factual Information On All Your Options

•Abortion Recovery Support - confidential help and healing 
for those suffering from the effects of a past abortion 
decision

•XES: Abstinence Education - teaching the positive option of 
abstinence before marriage through presentations or 
individual discussions

•Mother’s Club - weekly support group for moms         
(infant & preschool childcare provided)

•Earn While You Learn - coaching parents through a variety 
of topics designed to help them achieve their goals while 
they earn baby and children’s clothing, diapers, formula, and 
other necessities in the Family Store

•Couples Coaching - for men & women married or in a 
relationship providing practical parenting help while 
strengthening their relationship

•Encouraging men & dads to make positive choices, set 
goals, and achieve success as family leaders 
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RETA’s annual Celebrating Life fundraising dinner was a great success and a huge blessing! A lot of hard 
work went into planning the event and we were overwhelmed with the response—575 guests attended 
and $94,722 was raised!! Thank you to all who prayed, volunteered, sponsored, attended and gave �nan-

cial gifts or auction items. Your help is so important for us to continue o�ering life-a�rming support to 
families, and we are so very grateful!

  
The featured speaker this year was former abortion provider, Dr. Anthony Levatino. If you were unable to join us, I encour-
age you to look for him online where you can �nd a number of YouTube videos of his talks. It will be worth your time. 
We’ve heard from many who were impacted and educated beyond their comfort zone and were moved by his story. It 
was evident that as hard as it must be for him to share, he has compassion for those who have chosen abortion in the 
past, a deep appreciation for life, and a sincere love for the God who gives it. 

It was a full evening with good food and fellowship. There was a lot of interest in the silent auction, “Gifts in a Jar. ” Many 
came on board the ICU Mobile which was available for tours; The Crossing founder and CEO, Rob Staley, did a great job as 
emcee; and we were honored to have Earn While You Learn mom, Ruth, o�er our opening prayer.  It was encouraging to 
hear Michayla’s story of how her mom chose life while seeking support at RETA 21 years ago! An additional highlight was 
at the end of the evening when board member, Katie, shared her testimony of healing after abortion through RETA’s 
Forgiven and Set Free Bible Study several years ago. Only God can redeem in that way and we are blessed to have Katie 
now serving on our board of directors with the perspective of someone who was on the receiving end of RETA’s support 
at one time. (Katie has her own article elsewhere in this newsletter.)  

We Celebrated Life at this year’s dinner, and we celebrated the Life-Giver! The reason RETA started 31 years ago is because 
many lives never get a birthday, and we know the hurt that causes for all involved. We lovingly encourage life-a�rming 
choices and are thankful that many have chosen life because someone at RETA was there to help. We are also thankful for 
a God who forgives and heals the hurt of abortion if we just ask, as Dr. Levatino stated at the beginning of his talk. I was 
thrilled to learn after the event that 21 of the 27 post-abortive women who, like Katie, have received healing help at RETA 
were present at the dinner! 

I was very tired after the evening was over, but so full of joy and gratitude. 
Because my son and his wife came from Kentucky to attend the dinner, our 6 
month old granddaughter, who had been cared for by a sitter (Thanks, Kelsey!), 
was snug in bed at our house. Tom and I don’t get to see any of our grandchildren 
enough because of distance, and we held our granddaughter extra tight that 
weekend. We are so very thankful for her and our other grandchildren who live in 
Texas, and we pray for those who have lost loved ones too soon, including those 
who have chosen abortion. May all of the children and grandchildren in your lives 
serve as a reminder of the precious gift of life and the Life-Giver!  

Grateful for your partnership,

Roxana Konopinski
Executive Director
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MISSION STATEMENT:

To provide life-a�rming services, building Christ-centered families.

FORMER BOARD MEMBERS
In our last issue we mentioned our appreciation for our board members and other valuable volunteers. Now we want to say a public 
 “Thank you!” to Susan Brooks and Richard Manley. As the Lord guided them, Susan and Richard both joined the board in July 2010.   
They individually felt led to end their service to RETA at the end of 2015. We are so grateful for their ministry, leadership, insight and wisdom. 
They were an important part of the board and they will be missed in that role. Richard continues to serve on the golf committee. Susan 
moved with her husband, Larry, to Alabama to work in another Christian ministry. We pray for God’s continued blessing on and through 
both of them. 

RETA Intern Aubrey Hunsberger, playing on the job!



Celebrating Life Dinner
Friday, March 11 was a very special evening for RETA and 575 of our closest 
friends. We are excited to say that this event was once again a record for 
both attendance and giving! Dr. Anthony Levatino, a pro-life physician 
formerly of New York who now practices in New Mexico, shared his very 
moving personal and professional story. Once an abortion provider, he had 
a change of heart, and has spoken before the U.S. Congress as well as to 
fellow pro-life individuals and groups. We anticipate that his words will 
have an ongoing impact. We are also grateful for the others who were 
willing to speak or pray during the evening. We are truly amazed at the 
almost $95,000 that was given, including Silent Auction bids, underwriting, 
and gifts received since from friends who could not attend. The Lord’s 
riches and His people’s generosity make it possible for this important minis-
try He has given us! 

“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine…to Him be glory.” Ephesians 3:20-21

XES:Abstinence Education
In February and March, Joni & Je� were invited to teach at three di�erent 
schools, impacting more than 500 students. We are grateful for the 
unwavering support of teachers and administrators as we share the 
important positive message of abstinence. We praise the Lord for these 
relationships.
 
They pointed out the distorted message about sex that is found so many 
places in our culture, hence the intentional backward spelling of the 
word “sex” in the program’s name. They emphasized that reducing the 
risk of consequences is not as e�ective as avoiding those risks. Along with 
stories and activities, they o�ered positive reasons to choose abstinence, 
and practical ideas for setting boundaries. They also shared up-to-date 
statistics about the STD epidemic in our country, of which many people 
are unaware. For example, did you know that 10 million new STDs are 
diagnosed annually? Did you know that individuals ages 15-24 make up 
just 25% of the sexually active population, but receive 50% of new STDs? 
Please pray for additional opportunities for us to interact with students. 
Here are some things students wrote about recently on our evaluations:
 

“I learned… sex is not just physical, it’s emotional too.”
 “…that men have no choice when it comes to abortion.” 

“…you can be exposed to many diseases if your partner has multiple partners.”
 “Something that stuck out was… the ways to make boundaries.”

“…that at RETA there is a guy for guys to talk to.” 
“A boundary I would set is… media isn’t always the truth so don’t let it a�ect my behavior.” 

“…don’t sneak anyone in.” 
“…go on group dates.”

FIRST CHOICE MEDICAL 
– A DAY ON THE MOBILE UNIT

A couple walked up to the mobile, knocked, and asked for a pregnancy test. 
The woman �lled out the intake form and then went to the exam room with 
the nurse for the pregnancy test. Before she went back, the man asked about 
what happens next. The client advocate explained that he would wait in the 
waiting area while she took the pregnancy test and completed some addi-
tional paperwork. It was obvious that he was excited and she was nervous. It 
did not take “only a few minutes”- it ended up taking longer than usual. He 
was having a hard time sitting still and was becoming nervous. He asked the 
advocate what was happening. He was assured that the nurse would open 
the door and call him back when they were ready for him.
     Meanwhile in the back…the client was not excited about the prospect of 
being pregnant. She stated that she had not planned on getting pregnant. 
She had a recent family loss, other children, and could not even think about 
being pregnant. She said she had no idea how she could keep this preg-
nancy. 
     When the results came back that she was pregnant, she burst into tears 
and sobbed. On her paperwork she had noted that she was post-abortive. 
The nurse talked to her and asked what she felt were her options for this 
pregnancy. The client was torn because she had knowledge of God and what 
is right and wrong. The nurse spoke with her about the grace of God and that 
He has a plan far greater than we could think or imagine for this baby. Some-
times we can’t see the plan for many years. The nurse shared her own 
personal story of an unplanned pregnancy that came at a bad time and the 
loss of a child. She sympathized with the client and helped her see she was 
not alone. They talked for a while, and the client got to a point where her 
boyfriend could come back and they could begin the ultrasound with tears 
streaming down her face.
     When the man came back, he looked at his girlfriend. He rubbed her arm 
and assured her it was okay. He told her not to cry. As soon as the baby 
appeared on the screen, he became visibly and verbally excited. She 
remained silent. He noted how long the baby’s legs were and said that it 
looked like the baby was waving. When the ultrasound was �nished, it was 
time to wrap up. He said he was going to wait outside, and left. A few 
minutes later, he returned and knocked on the door. He asked to come back 
in to get a picture of “his” baby.  We assured him the nurse took pictures.
     The client spent a few more minutes with the nurse. At �rst she sat on the 
chair with her head down, crying. The nurse asked if she could pray with her. 
She looked up with tears streaming down her face and simply said “yes, 
please.” The nurse got down on her knees beside the client, took her hands, 
and prayed with her. When the prayer was over the client looked up with a 
smile. She thanked the nurse and said she felt much better. She gave the 
nurse a big hug and said “I know I can do this now.” She went out into the 
waiting area and initiated hugs with the advocate and volunteer before 
leaving. 
     Please pray that this client will stay committed to her decision to give her 
baby life, and that she will consider coming to RETA for additional help. Pray 
that others who need our services will see the mobile and come on board. 

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN
This program remains quite popular with moms, and appointments are 
beginning to increase at our Community Church of Waterford location as 
well. Pray for strength and wisdom for these mothers, who want the best for 
their families. Here are a few thoughts some of the ladies have shared with 
us recently:

“I have been coming to RETA for 2 ½ years. I have learned that I am not the only 
one going through parenting issues. I’m learning different parenting techniques. I 
am glad to be part of RETA because it is a great place to be part of. The staff is 
very kind, and it feels like home. I try to encourage moms I know to come here.”

“I have been coming to RETA for approximately 3 ½ years. I have learned 
about changing parenting from the way I was raised—in discipline, focusing 
on my child. I learned nutrition and sleep tips. I am glad to be part of RETA 
because of the wonderful relationships and the good feeling I get coming 
each week with lessons, shopping, and someone to listen to and pray with 
me. If someone was 
thinking about coming 
to RETA, I would say it’s a 
great program. Any 
questions you might 
have about life or espe-
cially parenting you will 
�nd here. The sta� is 
very friendly and make 
you feel welcome and 
safe to talk.”

“I have been coming to RETA since last October. I have been able to process through mistakes. I can 
trust the sta�, learn positive thinking and positive parenting. RETA is a great source for all kinds of 
helps with children. I would tell a friend to de�nitely come, it’s an awesome service, and it’s free. 
Your kids will be glad you came, your spouse will be glad, and you will be happier.”

“I have been coming to RETA for 4 months. I have learned about safety, 
proper care for an infant, and proper nutrition. I am glad to be part of 
RETA because of the friendly sta� and the learning experience that it 
o�ers. I would encourage someone to come because the program is help-
ful and incredibly bene�cial.”

“I have been coming to RETA for almost 2 years. I have learned to curb my 
stubbornness, laugh out loud, and to work more with my wife as a team. 
Coming to RETA has helped my family through so much. I would encourage 
someone to come to RETA because it’s worth the time to learn ways to make 
your family come together as a whole unit. Also it helps you and your spouse 
to become the team you need to be, and to help your kids (and you two) 
progress in life.”

UPCOMING EVENTS

MAY 2: Mother’s Dinner @ Elkhart Reformed Presbyterian Church  
For RETA clients.

MAY 7: 5K Run/Walk @ People’s Bible Church

JULY 22-30: Elkhart County 4-H Fair  
We will have our usual booth in Commercial Building F. Our mobile unit will 
be along Rotary Blvd., west of the grandstand/stage/track. Come & say 
hello, & bring a friend to introduce to us.

AUGUST 27: 10th Annual Golf Outing @ Meadow Valley Golf Course 
Individuals can play for $60, teams for $240, & registration for this 4-person 
scramble is due August 12. Price includes 18 holes of golf with a cart, lunch, 
door prizes & a goody bag. Tee & green sponsors are $150, hole sponsors 
are $275. A sponsorship or registration would be a great gift for Mothers’ 
day, Fathers’ day or graduation! Corporate sponsorships are also available. 
Contact Bonnie at 574-596-5351 for more information.

SEPTEMBER 24: Ride 4 A Reason @ Grace Community Church 
This is a new fundraising event for people who like motorcycles & BBQ! For 
more information, email ride4reta@gmail.com. Details will be posted at 
www.RETAforlife.com as they become available.  

 
 The following      

was written by      
 board member       

 Katie May�eld, who o�ered      
the giving challenge at our     

Annual Fundraiser Dinner  in March 2016.

The RETA Banquet is by far one of my favorite events each 
year. This year was especially meaningful to me as its main subject 

matter was abortion. That might sound odd, but loving on women who 
have made an abortion decision or are facing an abortion decision is one 
of my passions. 

The �rst time I walked through RETA’s door, I was 25 years old and had 
been pregnant six times by �ve di�erent men. I had lost two of my 
children to abortion and one to miscarriage. I was a single mother of 
three kids, all under the age of seven.

I was privileged to have the opportunity to share some of my story at the 
banquet this year after the powerful testimony of Dr. Anthony Levatino. If 
you weren’t able to attend the banquet, Dr. Levatino is a doctor who 
performed many abortions prior to becoming pro-life. The content of his 
testimony was heartbreaking and very educational. As someone who is 
post-abortive, it was emotional to hear the details of abortion procedures 
and to see the medical instrument he brought to illustrate certain abor-
tion techniques. But because of Christ’s healing in my life, in no way did I 
feel judged or condemned.  I got up to speak about the healing I received 
through attending RETA’s Forgiven and Set Free Post-Abortion Bible 
Study and as I walked on stage, I looked down to see Dr. Levatino’s medi-
cal instruments still there on the podium.

My hands brushed the instrument several times as I was speaking. The 
Lord was so faithful as He fought o� all feelings of death and condemna-
tion the devil was trying to use against me as I spoke. The Lord continues 
to gently remind me that He covered all my sins… even the ones the 
world says are too big to be forgiven. I know �rst-hand that God is bigger 
than abortion.     

Almost ten years ago, I walked through RETA’s door a hopeless, broken 
mess. The sta� and volunteers have walked with me and loved me all the 
way to the foot of the cross, and my life has drastically changed.  I now 
humbly serve on RETA’s Board of Directors and volunteer with post-
abortion recovery at RETA, loving on women who courageously seek 
healing for their abortion wounds.

I pray that those reading this who have been hurt by abortion, will take 
that scary, brave step forward and reach out for help. The devil wants 
nothing more than to keep you silent and su�ering in bondage. But our 
Awesome Father in Heaven wants nothing more than to give you a life of 
freedom and peace in Him! 

2016

TRUE 
FREEDOM 
IN CHRIST

ABORTION RECOVERY SUPPORT
This summer we are o�ering something new for post-abortive women who 
are interested in a safe place and a safe group to heal. We want to continue 
to be available to women who are seeking hope and healing after an abor-
tion experience. As an alternative to the 14-week evening program, this 
summer we plan to o�er Forgiven And Set Free in a weekend retreat format. 
If you or someone you know would bene�t from this opportunity, or if you 
would like more information, please contact Tonya Harwood, Abortion 
Recovery Support Manager by calling 574-522-3888 or email her at 
Tonya@retaforlife.com. Pray that the Lord would prompt the hearts of those 
who need to connect with Tonya and that they would be obedient and 
courageous. Post-abortive men interested in Healing A Father’s Heart should 
get in touch with Je� by emailing Je�@retaforlife.com.

MEN’S COACHING
Every few months, we host Guys’ Night In events as a positive social  environ-
ment for clients. In March, we focused on the kind of recognition dads could 
earn for what they do. They included awards for Best New Dad, Best Support-
ing Dad, Best Musical Dad and Best Dad-Who-Deals-With-Drama. The key 
components of the evening were pizza, of course, and encouragement for 
the three guys who attended. 

In February, we hosted 3 married couples at a Couples’ Night In, and enjoyed 
a home-cooked meal together for a night of “Perspective.” Je� and his wife, 
Laura, shared about things they have learned in their marriage, what they 
wish they knew sooner, and how they are planning for the years to come. It 
was a great opportunity for clients to have a night out, interact with other 
adults and gain some insight. 

Please pray that more men, dads and others would understand how impor-
tant fathers are to their families, in every aspect of life. Pray that men would 
come to RETA, be faithful to their appointments and to their families. 
Thoughts from male clients: 


