
 ActionIn 
•Free Pregnancy Testing, Referrals & Resources
•Limited Obstetric Ultrasound
•Factual Information On All Your Options

•Abortion Recovery Support - confidential help and healing 
for those suffering from the effects of a past abortion 
decision

•XES: Abstinence Education - teaching the positive option of 
abstinence before marriage through presentations or 
individual discussions

•Mother’s Club - weekly support group for moms         
(infant & preschool childcare provided)

•Earn While You Learn - coaching parents through a variety 
of topics designed to help them achieve their goals while 
they earn baby and children’s clothing, diapers, formula, and 
other necessities in the Family Store

•Couples Coaching - for men & women married or in a 
relationship providing practical parenting help while 
strengthening their relationship

•Encouraging men & dads to make positive choices, set 
goals, and achieve success as family leaders 
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If you are a woman or man who chose abortion
in your past and are ready for healing and freedom, please contact Tonya at tonya@retaforlife.com or 
Je� at je�@retaforlife.com.  They o�er con�dential help and are waiting to talk to you!

Family Store needs:
 We are able to provide items in our Family Store because of so many generous donors.  New clients 
are always pleasantly surprised at the quality and variety of items available.  

At  RETA, You are reason enough to act!
RETA is a faith based, pregnancy and family resource center that provides con�dential help by 

appointment, Monday through Friday.  
We are located in downtown Elkhart, Indiana and all of our services are free of charge. 

 We provide services and help for those facing an unplanned pregnancy, for new parents, for men 
who want to make a better life and/or learn to be better dads, and women who want to become 

better moms.

PHONE:  574-522-3888
EMAIL:  reta@retaforlife.com
ON THE WEB:  www.retaforlife.com
ADDRESS:  300 W. High St. Elkhart, IN 46516

ONLINE DONATIONS:
PayPal:  2.2% fee on our website at www.retaforlife.com
All PayPal donations incur a fee that will be deducted from the amount of your donation (the fee 
amounts di�er upon the method of donation, ie: swiped versus website button versus manually 
keyed in over the phone).  To prevent these fee deductions, recurring donations can be set up 
through RETA, contact the o�ce for details.  

MISSION STATEMENT:

To provide life-a�rming services, building Christ-centered families.

My husband and I built our home in the woods 25 
years ago.  We love our property, and Tom works 
very hard to maintain it by mowing, clearing the 
trails, picking up sticks every time the wind blows,  

weeding around trees, killing poison ivy, blowing 
leaves, removing snow, and on and on…no matter 

t h e season, he’s always nurturing and taking care of our prop-
erty.  He also works a full-time job, and I worry that he works too hard.  
After all, our grandchildren live in other states and I’d be OK with him 
letting the grass get a little longer and letting some of the trails grow 
up naturally… but he’s not ok with that.  He says he keeps it nice so 
that we’re always ready for ministry at any time.  He says it’s as if he is 
doing it to prepare for a visit from the Lord.  

While having some trees harvested recently, we were told that a tree 
on a path a few yards from our house is a Black Oak that is likely 
between 100-200 years old.  They call them “history trees” since they 
live so long.  It’s a big tree and really quite noticeable now that we are 
aware of it and Tom immediately started nurturing it to protect it.  He 
cut the vines o� that were threatening to choke it, cleared the brush 
around it, plans to place a bench next to it and stake a marker in front 
of it with the following:  

They will be called oaks 
of righteousness,

    the planting of the 
LORD, to display his 

glory.
Isaiah61:3

This is one of our favorite passages at RETA.  It’s such a great overview of 
everything we hope to accomplish with God’s help.  Through our won-
derful volunteers, sta�, prayer partners, and �nancial donors, as Isaiah 
says, we bring good news, bind up the brokenhearted, proclaim liberty 
to the captives, and provide for those who mourn so that they will be 
called oaks of righteousness!  

Unlike the fact that we didn’t know about this old tree for many years, at 
RETA, we’ve been aware of the need in our community for 32 years and 
that is why we nurture and care for the families we serve.  Thank you to 
our wonderful volunteers, sta�, prayer partners, and �nancial donors 
who make it possible.

From now on our black oak will be a tall reminder of how through 
Christ, we can be called oaks of righteousness to display His glory at 
RETA and in all of our individual lives.    

Side note:  Please contact me at the RETA o�ce if you, your family, 
church, or youth group has an interest in camping, walking, or just 
spending time in the woods.  Tom and I would love for our property to 
be used for ministry.   

A Big Change at Mothers’ Club 
After 22 years as the volunteer coordinator for 
Mothers’ Club, our beloved Connie Grove has 
decided to step away into retirement. We knew 
this was eventually coming, but as in all major 
transitions, it feels like we weren’t really ready for 
it. Over these decades, Connie has been    
a mentor, mom, grandma, friend and spiritual 
advisor to many ladies. Her in�uence will be 
impossible to replace, but we pray that it will be 
lasting in the lives of those moms who have 
known her. Countless families were encouraged 
and strengthened and equipped by Connie’s 
character and leadership.
Many moms were able to be there to celebrate 
with Connie on her last day. They gave her a 
great sendo� in late May that included cake, 

hugs and many kind words. RETA gave her a 
giftcard to a local nursery and a leaf on our Tree of 
Life, honoring her many years of service. Connie’s 
weekly presence at Mother’s Club will be missed, 
but the impact she has made will last forever. On 
behalf of all the moms and everyone at RETA, thank 
you, Connie, for being such a great example to all of 
us! 

RETA sta� at the annual Heartbeat
 Conference in Chicago in April 

IAPC 
(Indiana Association of Pregnancy Centers)

Men’s Coaching Manager, Je� Fater, was asked to present at the 
Indiana Association of Pregnancy Centers’ annual conference in 
May.  His workshop called “How Much is One Dad Worth” was well 
received and he did a great job! We are pleased to see more preg-
nancy centers showing interest in adding services for men and it 
was an honor that they approached Je� to address this very 
important topic. RETA sta� attends this Indianapolis conference 
each year.  Another conference the sta� attends is the Heartbeat International 
Conference, which was held this year in Chicago.  Both these conferences provide 
valuable training and networking.  

RETA was founded on the belief that life is sacred. I've 
advocated for life during my eleven years working at 
RETA, but learning at 38-weeks pregnant that my 
daughter had no heartbeat, I came to understand it 
in a new way. With my husband, Rod, at my side, I 
gave birth to our beautiful little lady - Aviden Caris 
Tackett - on Friday, March 24. Though we were 
devastated by her death, we were so grateful for our 
friends and family surrounding us with support. 
Several RETA sta�, volunteers and supporters held us 
up in prayer, brought us meals and helped cover our 
hospital bills. Rod and I have been so blessed by your 
support through our life-changing loss. We cannot 
thank you enough for showing us God's grace in the 
midst of hardship, and we so appreciate your contin-
ued prayer. 

Thank You

Angie, Rod & Aviden 
Tackett

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
    because the LORD has anointed me;

he has sent me to bring good news to the 
oppressed,

    to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,

    and release to the prisoners;
 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor,
    and the day of vengeance of our God;

    to comfort all who mourn;
 to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
    to give them a garland instead of ashes,

the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
    the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.

They will be called oaks of righteousness,
    the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.

 They shall build up the ancient ruins,
    they shall raise up the former devastations;

they shall repair the ruined cities,
    the devastations of many generations on.  

Isaiah 61:1-4



First Choice Medical
Our nurses and those who serve as client advocates, 
both on the mobile and in the o�ce, often experience 
situations that are important for the rest of us to know 
about. Their perspective is vital for the rest of us to 
understand the issues they encounter with clients as 
they administer pregnancy tests and ultrasound 
procedures. The following was written by Melody Ellis, 
our nurse who has now been on sta� more than a year! 
We trust that her words and the Holy Spirit will prompt 
you to pray more speci�cally for our community and 
our clients.

“A concern that has stood out to me in the past few months is the increase of 
young girls (15-18 years old) who are not only curious if they are pregnant, but 
they are TRYING to get pregnant.  I think the culture, entertainment that 
surrounds them, and their family support and structure (or lack of ) at home has 
a major in�uence in a young girl’s desire to have a baby. Sometimes the parents 
may be the ones encouraging it, or they remain passive, or fail to speak up to 
their daughters about the impact parenthood can have on them and the 
responsibility a baby would bring. Please pray for wisdom as we speak truth into 
the hearts of these young women.   

A positive thing happening is that there has been a trend where our clients  
come to us vulnerable to abortion but are  choosing to carry their babies after 
receiving support from our services. Many of our clients are hearing about us 
through conversations with friends & family, so keep spreading the word!

In other good news, we had a client recently on the mobile who had placed her 
baby for adoption. She had been in the o�ce previously and was pregnant, 
then had her baby and chose adoption. We thank God for this precious baby’s 
life, and for the family who will love and raise her.”

A New Facet to 
Relational Ministry
With all of our services, we try to build real and trusting relationships with our 
moms and dads. We want to know them and demonstrate care for their fami-
lies and their concerns. We want to teach and guide them as parents and often 
as young people who are making some big decisions. We accomplish this 
through our parenting classes, but we realize that some of our clients may 
bene�t from something additional. 
Joni Bradberry, Client Services Manager, has designed a new mentoring 
program, where moms with a need and desire for this can be connected in a 
more personal way with a trained Client Coach. She has sought input and tips 
from di�erent agencies and individuals who have some experience in this 
area, and has prayerfully recruited a few good women. Over the course of a few 
months, her hard work is coming to fruition. 
Some mentors and clients have already been connected, and we anticipate 
this new program will grow as moms �nd value in having a mentor speak into 
their lives. Please pray for God’s work in these relationships. Pray that the 
hearts of clients would be open, and that additional mentors would heed 
God’s call to this ministry. 

Abortion Recovery
 You may remember that Tonya, our Abortion Recovery Manager, 
was planning for a weekend retreat in May. Two participants were joined by 
Tonya and her leadership team, and the Lord blessed the ladies who were 
part of it with tears, joy, healing, and freedom as only He can give. The meals 
were excellent, the rest was well-earned and the closing memorial service 
was meaningful. Pray for the Lord’s ongoing work in their lives. 
 We are now prayerfully anticipating another retreat in early August. 
Please pray that all doors would be open for the participants that the Lord 
wants to be involved. Pray for protection for all, including all of RETA sta�. We 
often experience very real and tangible spiritual attacks in the weeks and 
days leading up to these events. May the Lord show His strength and mercy 
to all. Contact Tonya at Tonya@RETAforlife.com if you regret a past abortion 
and would be interested in the August retreat. 

The following is the testimony that Tonya shared at the St. Joseph County 
Right to Life Prayer Dinner in April.
 In 1981, just 3 short months before high school graduation I 
found myself pregnant! I had to graduate at all costs and most important-
ly…my parents could never �nd out. So, my boyfriend, who was several 
years older than me, took me to Indianapolis to have an abortion.

 Most of what happened at the clinic that day is a blur, except that I 
was completely focused on what I knew had to be done, like I was running 
in a grueling race. I knew I had to keep going no matter what toward my 
goal. No matter my feelings, doubts, or fears, I had to endure to receive my 
prize of secrecy! No one could ever know about my “mistake” and life could 
continue like nothing had happened.
 A few months later and just before graduation, I was pregnant 
again! This time I knew I would get married and have my baby. I wanted so 
desperately to be a good mother to this child to make up for what I had 
done. My 8 lb, 13 oz, perfect little boy died just 8 hours after he was born 
because of a brain hemorrhage caused by the forceps delivery he had 
endured. My world was crushed! I knew nothing about God at the time but 
de�nitely felt I was being punished for my past.  
 My desire to be a mother was so strong, but I could not think of 
going through with loss again, so we adopted a little boy. He was 6 weeks 
old when he came to us and he gave me so much hope and happiness. 
When he was a year old, I became pregnant for the 3rd time. While at a 
routine doctor visit around 32 weeks gestation, the doctor could not �nd a 
heartbeat. After an ultrasound it was con�rmed that once again my preg-
nancy would end in the death of my child. This second loss led me to ques-
tion many things…like, Who is God? If my losses were punishments, why did 
He take two when I only took one? Were all three of my babies in heaven? If 
so, would I be there and see them someday? All of this led me to begin seek-
ing the Lord by going to church and creating a desire to know about the 
Bible. I was in a state of desperately wanting answers!
 We adopted another son and eventually did have 2 successful 
pregnancies of our own. I had my family…2 boys and 2 girls but…my abor-
tion secret continued to be a great source of turmoil. Unable to talk to 
anyone about my feelings, what began as guilt and shame turned into a 
prison of loneliness and despair. The unresolved grief and turmoil led to 
much marital stress and ultimately a divorce. Finding myself alone with 4 
small children was very frightening and overwhelming. I stopped seeking 
God as I was consumed with feelings of unworthiness! After going through 
a divorce, a time of drug & alcohol use, and a physically abusive relationship, 
I developed a loathing anger toward myself for everything I had done and 
all the hurt I had caused to those I cared about. 
 Hopeless and at the end of myself, I realized nothing I could do 
would �ll the hole in my heart. I returned, once again, to seeking the things 
of God and began changing my lifestyle and the people and places I was 
associating with. This time I was not just a seeker but I was SOLD OUT for 
Jesus! I wanted to know Him, walk with Him, and trust Him with every area 
of my life!
 In the years that followed, I met my current husband. We were 
regular church attenders who were very involved in di�erent ministries. We 
were busy raising children and all the busyness that brings.  
 When my youngest child was in high school, I began volunteering 
at RETA. Before long I was on sta�. Then we began training for an abortion 
recovery program called Forgiven & Set Free. Before I could help lead the 
program I had to attend my own retreat to receive healing from my past 
abortion. I thought…that is �ne because I know I am forgiven so this will be 
a piece of cake.  
 I had no idea the depths of my hurt or how it was still a�ecting just 
about every relationship close to me. The abortion recovery study made me 
look right into the eye of my anger and feelings of unworthiness. I realized 
for the �rst time I was not just forgiven for my abortion but for the guilt I had 
been struggling with for so many years!
 I cannot begin to explain the freedom I have felt since I am no 
longer captive in my prison of unworthiness. I know how valuable I am to 
my Creator and I can see how He shows His love for me every day in so many 
ways. 
 I am both humbled and honored to be able to serve My Lord Jesus 
as He leads our 12th group of women to freedom through the abortion 
recovery program at our pregnancy center.  Isaiah 61:1-3 
Thank you for letting me share my story as I know He has called me to 
witness to all He has done for me! I am an oak planted for His glory!

4-H Fair Brings 
New Opportunities

RETA always participates in the Elkhart County Fair, held this year from July 
21-29. As in the past, we will have a booth and display in building F. We are 
excited to reveal a new fun and more interactive design for our display this year. 
Our mobile unit will be there again as well, and we will provide ultrasounds and 
pregnancy tests on a few days. We will not be part of the parade this year, but 
we are newcomers to another event. 

On Kids’ Day, Wednesday July 26, there will be a “Path to Health” treasure hunt. 
We have been invited to have a spot during this event from 9 am – 2 pm. We will 
provide a fun activity for children and information about RETA for parents and 
others. Other agencies including the county Health Department will have a 
spot as well. This means we have three locations at the fair.  

Please pray that RETA sta� and volunteers would be good ambassadors for 
Christ (and for RETA), and that we would be instruments of God’s love and 
grace. Pray that we will make good connections with moms and dads who need 
our services. 

Leadership Academy Grand Finale
  
You may remember that we have shared about the team from the Leadership 
Academy of the Greater Elkhart Chamber of Commerce. On April 28, they put 
together an amazing event called Family Fun Night, held at Maple City Chapel. 
There were many tasty snacks as well as food trucks and an ice cream cart. Also 
on hand were a gospel illusionist, clowns, face-painting, a bounce house, in�at-
able games and a high school jazz band. It was planned as a combination fund-
raiser/awareness-raiser for the community to get better acquainted with RETA. 
A few National Guardsmen ran some of the games and representatives from the 

health department shared about 
their programs. Several RETA sta� 
were in attendance to greet visitors 
and share about our services. It was 
a great evening that was capped by 
an exciting give-away: a new bicycle 
that went to a client and her family.
 
In May the team presented about 
their experience in the Academy 
and their work with RETA, and each 
received a graduation certi�cate 
from the Chamber. We trust the Lord 
will use this experience and these 

new relationships to enhance His work in Elkhart. 

We are so grateful to be 
supported by a wide variety of 
life-a�rming, compassionate 
churches. This also means that 
we have relationships with 
creative and fun individuals. 
For the last �ve years, People’s 
Bible Church in Goshen has 
organized a 5K run/walk that 
bene�ts us. Many thanks to 
Moriah Randolph and her team 
for their hard work. Once 
again, they topped themselves 
with a great event and a gift to 
RETA of $9,500.00!  This picture 
is of a volunteer and his family 
wearing a t-shirt representing 
each year of this event.

They Ran, They Walked, They Gave Tee It Up

 It’s almost time for our 11th Annual Golf Outing, 
coming up on Saturday, August 26. Once again, Meadow 
Valley Golf Club in Middlebury, Indiana is hosting. Regis-
tration begins at 7:00 am, with a shotgun start at 8:00. 
Lunch and awards/prizes wrap up the event. If you 
would like to play, individual and team costs are $70 and 
$280, respectively. There are still multiple levels of spon-
sorship for businesses available. 
 For more details about registering a team or sponsorship, contact 
Golf Chair, Bonnie Freshour, at 574-596-5351 or the RETA o�ce at 
574-522-3888. Come on out and join us for a great day of golf! 

Servant Leaders Sought

Over the years we have had a variety of godly people serve as members of our 
board of directors. God has guided and blessed RETA and has always provided 
good leadership for us. We are now actively seeking to add a few more people 
to our esteemed board. We want God’s chosen men and women to be in these 
roles, and we have some speci�c kinds of people in mind. Right now we would 
like to add to our team a person with a medical background and perspective, 
someone with legal experience, and an individual who is still in their 20’s. 
We trust that the Lord will provide the right people in His timing. Things at 
RETA are pretty exciting now, and we anticipate more good to come as we are 
faithful to God’s leading. Please pray with us for His provision and direction. If 
you are interested in serving in this way, or have a suggestion for someone 
who may be a good �t, email Roxana at Roxana@RETAforlife.com. 

Born to Be Wild!
 
That’s the title of an old motor-
cycle-riding song, but it doesn’t 
have to be true of you if you 
would like to be part of our 
Ride 4 A Reason event. Our 
second motorcycle ride will be 
on Saturday, September 9, at 
Grace Community Church 
(20076 CR 36, Goshen). Regis-
tration will begin at 9:00am, 
and kickstands will be up soon 
after everybody gets a little 

co�ee into them (10:30am). The event is designed to connect motorcycle 
enthusiasts, their families, RETA supporters and members of the community. 
Because this is a fundraiser, there is a $20 fee for solo riders, or $25 for a rider 
with a passenger. Lunch will be provided for riders and passengers (non-riders 
can buy lunch for $12, $4 or free, depending on age) along with prizes, music 
to listen to and cool bikes to see. Invite family and friends! Businesses can 
sponsor the ride as well. Go to www.RETAforlife.com for more info or call the 
o�ce at 574-522-3888.

Shop & Help RETA
If you shop in person at Kroger, online with Amazon, or if you own a car, your 
purchases can provide funds for RETA.
•Kroger Community Rewards- For this to work, you need a Kroger Rewards 
card, and you have to specify that you want RETA to bene�t. A percentage of 
your purchase cost will then be given to us from Kroger. You can stop in at 
your local store or go online to www.krogercommunityrewards.com to set 
this up. Since 2016 we have received well over $600.00 from this program.
 
•Amazon Smile- When customers shop on www.smile.amazon.com, the 
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases 
to the charitable organizations selected by customers.

•License plates- When you purchase an Indiana Choose Life license plate 
from the BMV, you will pay a $40 fee. The BMV will keep a $15 handling fee 
and the remaining $25 organization fee is sent to the Indiana Association of 
Pregnancy Centers. The IAPC distributes funds quarterly to the member 
center(s) in the county where the license plate was purchased.

•Tree of Life Our Tree of Life- on the second �oor of our 
building is a great way to honor loved ones, living or 
deceased, or to commemorate a special anniversary or birth. 
We have di�erent levels of giving and colors of leaves for your 
choosing. Contact us at 574-522-3888 to put your leaf on the 
tree.


